
R’ Zundel Kroizer’s daily routine started at midnight.

R’ Zundel would then learn 7 blatt gemara 
before davening shacharis at the vasikin minyan.

One morning in his later years on the way 
to the Zichron Moshe’s vasikin minyan...

R’ Zundel started to leave, but was not in a rush.

R’ Zundel’s home was close by.

My son, you may be right! However, 
I’ve also never skipped any part of the 

davening, even to catch up later. Saying 
karbanos and all of pesukei dezimra 
in its place is more important than my 

catching vasikin!

Shimon, it’s not 
a good idea, today 
we will daven in the 

later minyan.

But Tatte, I heard 
from Zaidy that you 
have never missed a 
vasikin minyan since 
the age of seven?

My son, Baruch 
Hashem, I’m fine, but I 

must go home to change 
my dirty cloths.

Tatte, if we hurry up 
we can still catch 
the vasikin minyan. 

לַיִם was born in ר׳ זוּנְדל זַצַ״ל א פײֵגָׁא and ר׳ אֵלִיָׁהוּ צְבִי to יְרוּשָׁ ה  Kroizer. In his youth, he learned in טוֹיבָׁ יְשִיבָׁ
ר arranged a זַצַ״ל During the period of his engagement, R’ Isser Zalmen Meltzer .עֵץ חַיִים שכָׁ זְבוּלֻן-יִשָׁ  
partnership for him so that he would be able to learn uninterrupted. He married ה  Porush and was מַלְכָׁ
from the first to learn in יְשִיבַת מִיר’s כוֹלֵל under R’ Chaim Brim זַצַ״ל. He learned in לַיִם  but was a ,יְרוּשָׁ
ק א He was a .חֲזוֹן אִיש of the תַלְמִיד מֻבְהָׁ ן צְבִי with חַבְרֻתָׁ תָׁ  Soloveitchik. For ר׳ בעֶרל Finkel and later with ר׳ נָׁ
most of his life, he turned down offers to serve in any official capacity as a ב  serving instead as a ,רָׁ
רִים in מְלַמֵד רִים both in חַדָׁ  He was a neighbor of the Steipler .בְנֵי בְרַק While living in .בְנֵי בְרַק and מֵאָה שְעָׁ
״א Kanievsky ר׳ חַיִים and was a close friend of ,זַצַ״ל ה He wrote .שַלִיטָׁ ה עַל הַתוֹרָׁ  (volumes 5) אוֹר הַחַמָׁ
during the year he spent in Lugano, Switzerland, establishing a ה  A prolific writer, He also .תַלְמוּד תוֹרָׁ
wrote on שַ״ס (20 volumes), ה שֶל פֶסַח דָׁ ה and ,תְהִלִים ,סִדּוּר ,הַגָׁ כָׁ שוֹאֵל  In 1990, he was appointed as a .הֲלָׁ

נוּת and חֶסֶד in גָׁאוֹן he was also a ,מַתְמִיד Known as a .יְשִיבַת טשעֶבִין in וּמֵשִיב  .עַנְוְתָׁ
 

Oy! Tatte, 
Tatte!

Oy! Hashem’s Glory is 
still in exile! I will cry 

and plead while reciting 
tikkun chatzos.

Tatte, are you 
feeling ok?
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

נִים ר׳  born in Biržai, Lithuania, to ,זַצַ״ל Wasserman ר׳ אֶלְחָנָן בֻּ
 'learned in Telshe under R ,שׁײֵנָא רָחֵל and נַפְתָלִי בײֵנוּשׁ
Gordon זַצַ״ל and R' Shkop זַצַ״ל and also in Volozhin. In 

1897, he studied under ר׳ חַיִים Brisker. After his marriage to מִיכְלָא Atlas, in 
1907, he moved to Radin. He became a בְהָק  and חָפֵץ חַיִים of the תַלְמִיד מֻּ
learned in his כּוֹלֵל קָדְשִׁים. In 1910, he served as רַ״ם in Brisk, but returned 
during WWI. Later, he moved to Baranowicze, Poland, and founded his 
famous יְשִׁיבָה. He was a dynamic leader and force in גוּדַת יִשְרָאֵל  He was .אֲַ
 .and 5000 other Yidden ,תַלְמִידִים together with his נִפְטָר עַל קִדוּשׁ ד׳
Renowned for his analytical פְשַׁט and his צִדְקוּת, he authored קוֹבֶץ שִׁעוּרִים, 
 .עִקְבְתָא דִמְשִׁיחָא including the famous חִדוּשִׁים and other קוֹבֶץ מַאֲמָרִים

 י״ב תמוז
5635 – 5701 
1874 – 1941 

When he wanted to emigrate to רָאֵל  a ,אֶרֶץ יִשְׂ
committee of דוֹלִים חָפֵץ  pleaded with the גְׂ
 in ,רֶבִי" ,to stay on. One asked חַיִים
whose hands do you leave us?" The  חָפֵץ
חָנָן replied, ''I leave you with חַיִים  "!ר׳ אֶלְׂ
As חָנָן  was about to address a large ר׳ אֶלְׂ
gathering of חִיאֵל ,רַבָנִים  ר׳ יַעֲקֹב יְׂ
Weinberg זַצַ״ל, swiftly preceded him 
and recited aloud the רָכָה  which is said בְׂ
upon seeing an outstanding מִיד חָכָם  .תַלְׂ
Stunned, חָנָן ר׳  ”!yelled, “Oi no! Absolutely not ר׳ אֶלְׂ
חָנָן לוּת  s modesty was equal to his’אֶלְׂ  !תוֹרָה in גַדְׂ
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מִצְוַת פָרָה אֲדֻמָה -מִצְוָה שצ״ז   
 It is a ה ה to burn a מִצְוַת עֲשֵׂ ה אֲדֻמָּ רָּ  so that the ashes will פָּ
available for the purification process of anyone who became impure 
due to contact with a dead person.  

י הַמִצְוָה  מִשָרָשֵׁ
 In his introduction to this ה  explains why he חִנּוּךְ the ,מִצְוָּ
dared to write even a mere glimpse of an explanation behind the other 
 s heart was filled with ideas to explain the purpose’חִנּוּךְ The .מִצְוֹת
behind all the previous מִצְוֹת, with the justification that these insightful 
reasons were important to help educate his son and his son’s friends 
[Editor’s note: understanding the reasons behind a ה  is an effective מִצְוָּ
tool in connecting to the ה  However, when it came to a reason of  .[מִצְוָּ
this ה ה of מִצְוָּ ה אֲדֻמָּ רָּ  was חִנּוּךְ his hand became too weak and the ,פָּ
afraid to even open his mouth. He writes, “How could I dare explain 
even the plain meaning, if חֲזַ״ל spoke at length that this ה  is so מִצְוָּ
deep that even ְך לֶּ  was unable to ,[the wisest of all mankind] ,שְלֺמֺה הַמֶּ
understand this ה ש  Also [I don’t want to contradict] the  .מִצְוָּ מִדְרָּ
א ינוּ taught ד׳ that when (חֻקַת ח) תַנְחוּמָּ ה רַבֵׂ ה this מֺשֶּ  said, “To ד׳ ,מִצְוָּ
you I will reveal My reason for ה ה אֲדֻמָּ רָּ    .”!but not to others ,פָּ
 “Don’t be mistaken!” says the ְחִנּוּך that the hidden mystery 
of the ה ה אֲדֻמָּ רָּ  lies in the ashes being able to purify a person. The פָּ
true mystery lies in more than one area, but first and foremost is the 
unusual דִין that it is ר אִים the מְטַהֵׂ ִ א but it is also טְמֵׂ  טְהוֹרִים the מְטַמֵׂ

involved in burning the ה ה אֲדֻמָּ רָּ  to ashes. This law seems so mystical פָּ
and defies logic.  

 ∞ ∞ ∞ 
ת   -מִצְוָה שצ״ח  ל מֵׁ מִצְוַת טֻמְאָה שֶׁ  

 It is a ה ה to conduct ourselves in the way the מִצְוַת עֲשֵׂ  תוֹרָּ
commands us regarding טֻמְאָה, impurity of a dead person. For 
example, any person or utensil in the same tent as a dead body is א מֵׂ  ,טָּ
except a sealed earthenware utensil. 

י הַמִצְוָה  מִשָרָשֵׁ
 In ה רס״ג ת) מִצְוַת לאֺ תַעֲשֶּ ן בְמֵׂ א כֺהֵׂ לאֺ יִטְמָּ  explains חִנּוּךְ the (שֶּ
that a גוּף, physical body, without a ה מָּ אַבִי אָבוֹת  soul, is considered ,נְשָּ
 the highest (worst) level of impurity. A person is made up of a ,הַטֻמְאָה
ה and a גוּף מָּ ה and גוּף The .נְשָּ מָּ  are constantly pulling in completely נְשָּ
opposite directions. The ה מָּ  is the essence within a person that נְשָּ
pushes him/her to strive higher and closer to ד׳, whereas the גוּף, body, 
does the opposite, and pushes a person lower. When the ה מָּ  leaves נְשָּ
all that is left is the גוּף, that constantly tries to weaken and lower the 
ה מָּ  continues that חִנּוּךְ The .אַבִי אָבוֹת הַטֻמְאָה that makes it into נְשָּ
 pure righteous people, whose lives were pure and ,צַדִיקִים גְמוּרִים
whose body helped the צַדִיק to became pure, merit to leave this world 
painlessly. [See an eye-opening  ם תוֹסְפוֹת כְתוּבוֹת ק״ג: ד״ה אוֹתוֹ הַיוֹם...בְשֵׂ
ן   [.ר׳ חַיִים כֺהֵׂ

Some מצות and Ideas based on  חקת -ספר החינוך במנין המצות על פרשת השבוע  

TorahThoughts

פרשה: חקת     הפטרה: ויפתח הגלעדי היה גבור חיל... )שופטים יא:א-לג(

דף יומי: יומא ס״ט     אבות פרק ה'

מצות תעשה: 3   שבועות לראש השנה: 11

To all the Menahalim, Rebbeim and Teachers for all their amazing work over the past year.
Hatlzocha and learn well this summer.
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*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

אֹהֶל  י יָמוּת בְּ בָר יט:יד( … זאֹת הַתּוֹרָה אָדָם כִּ דְּ )בַמִּ  
This is the teaching regarding a man who would die in a tent …   
 In its plain meaning, this verse discusses the laws of אָה  טוּמְּ
contracted through contact with a corpse. Our Sages also derive 
another meaning: “תּוֹרָה can endure only in one who kills himself [ י כִּ
רָכוֹת ס״ג:) ”over it [יָמוּת  .(בְּ
 The ים   :explained this teaching with a parable חָפֵץ חַיִּ
 There once lived a very successful textile dealer to whom 
many customers traveled from far and wide. The business occupied 
his every waking hour; he did not even take time off to pray with a 
יָן נְּ  .מִּ
 Years passed and he felt his strength weakening. He feared 
his end was drawing near; the time was approaching when he would 
have to stand judgment for the way in which he had spent his years 
on earth. He resolved to prepare for himself some “food for the 
road,” regardless of the consequences. He decided to pray with a יָן נְּ  מִּ
each morning and remain in the ׁרָש דְּ  afterwards for two hours בֵית מִּ
to study תּוֹרָה, despite the fact that customers and fellow 
businessmen awaited him. 
 On the first day, he arrived at his store 3 hours later than 
usual. His wife, greatly distressed, demanded, “Where were you? The 
store is packed with customers anxious to be on their way!”  
 The man replied simply, “My delay was unavoidable.”  
 The next morning, when he was late again, his wife went to 
find him. How astounded she was to find him learning in the  בֵית
רָשׁ דְּ  What has gotten into you!” she shouted. “Have you gone“ !מִּ
mad? The store is full of customers, and you are sitting and learning? 
Never mind the money we’re losing today — you’ll lose those 
customers forever!”  
 Calmly, with a sense of conviction, he responded, “My dear 
wife, what would you do if the אַךְ הַמָוֶת  ,would come to me and say מַלְּ
‘Come, let us go; the time has come for you to depart this world.’ 

Would you interject, ‘No, not now! Not when the store is full of 
customers!’? Well, from now on, consider me dead for the first three 
hours of the morning. Nothing should interrupt my prayers and תּוֹרָה 
study.”  
 This, said the ים  is the meaning of the teaching of ,חָפֵץ חַיִּ
our Sages: תּוֹרָה can endure only in one who considers himself as if he 
were dead during his periods of תּוֹרָה study. One should not allow 
anything to interfere with his regular study schedule, nor should one 
allow oneself to be interrupted while studying. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 A young couple once applied for visas to emigrate from 
Russia to the United States. The wife was granted a visa, but the 
husband was not. They decided it was wisest for the wife to take the 
opportunity while it was available and leave the country. Husband 
and wife parted tearfully, not knowing if or when they would see 
each other again. 
 The wife wrote letters regularly, but the Communists 
intercepted them and would not allow the letters to reach their 
destination. Then, the wife heard that a certain רָב was being sent as 
an emissary by Agudath Israel of America to spend some time in 
Russia teaching תּוֹרָה in secret to בַעֲלֵי תּשׁוּבָה. She wrote her husband 
a letter and asked the רָב to deliver it. He promised to try his best.  
 After arriving in Russia, the רָב located the husband and 
rang his doorbell. When the husband came to the door, the רָב 
handed him the letter and told him that it was from his wife. Tears 
welled up in his eyes and he thanked the רָב profusely. Then, he took 
the still sealed letter and placed it in his pocket.  
 “Aren’t you going to open it?” the רָב asked. 
            “Yes, but not now,” came the response. “I am in the middle of 
studying תּוֹרָה with my רוּתָא  When we conclude .[and this can wait] חַבְּ
our study session, then I will open the letter.”  

Adapted from: Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 Questions    weekof רש"י
the

מָא: ת עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ הִלְכווֹ
צָרִים ין הַמְּ בֵּ

Halacha 
Corner

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

 ספר אהבת חסד חלק א׳ פרק ו׳:ז׳
*As explained last week, if a mixed group of people came to borrow 
money and there is not enough money for everyone, then the priority 
of lending is based on their level of ה  holiness. Usually this means ,קְדֻשָּׁ
that a הֵן אֵל before a לֵוִי a ,לֵוִי gets before a כֹּ אֵל and a יִשְרָּׁ  before a יִשְרָּׁ
ל הָּׁ קָּׁ בוֹא בַּ סוּל לָּׁ אֵל one who is forbidden to marry a — פָּׁ  .etc ,יִשְרָּׁ
However, if one of the group is his father or ק  from רֶבִי the ,רֶבִי מֻבְהָּׁ
whom he acquired most of his learning and understanding in ה  then ,תּוֹרָּׁ
that individual takes precedence. 
*This is intended only as a guide. Please review any real-life situations with a competent Rov.  
The יִים פֵץ חַּ א אֵיגֶר explains (based on חָּׁ ה that the (חִדּוּשֵי ר׳ עֲקִיבָּׁ כָּׁ ם of the הֲלָּׁ כָּׁ לְמִיד חָּׁ  תַּּ
taking precedence does not apply when it comes to a close family member. Therefore, a 
person who is only able to lend [or perform any חֶסֶד] to one person, must perform that 
act of kindness for a family member. 

• During צָרִים ין הַמְּ אָב -י״ז תַמוּז  the 3 weeks from) בֵּ ט׳ בְּ ), the 
custom is to refrain from taking a haircut or a shave.  

• An adult may not even give a haircut to a child. 

• Trimming the mustache is permitted if it interferes with 
eating.  

• Combing and brushing the hair is permitted. 

1. Why are ה ירָה s names not included in the’הקב״ה and מֹשֶׁ  שִׁ
regarding the אֵר  ?בְּ

2. Who sent emissaries to ask permission to pass through יחוֹן  — סִׁ
one פָסוּק says ה רָאֵל another says (20:14) מֹשֶׁ שְּ נֵי יִׁ  ?(21:21) בְּ

1. It would be inappropriate to mention ֶׁה  because he was punished on account מֹש
of the ְּאֵר ֶׁה Since .ב  removed His name as well [see הקב״ה ,s name was omitted’מֹש
ִׁ״י ִּמְחֹקֵק) [to a king מָשָל s’רַש  .(21:19 — ד״ה ב

ֶׁה .2 ְּרָאֵל and מֹש ִׁש ְּנֵי י ִׁיא are one and the same. This teaches that a ב  is equal to his נָש
generation. They are interchangeable (ִּשְרָאֵל ִּשְלַח י  .(21:21 — ד״ה וַי
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FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

R' Naftoli Tropp, זַצַ״ל, once commented on the unusual and 
phenomenal memory of נִים וַסֶרְמַן הי״ד עֶר  “ .ר׳ אֶלְחָנָן בֻּ
נִישׁט  — ;He never forgets anything — פאַרגעֶסט גאָרנִישׁט
נאָר  — ,not due to his great mind — צוּלִיב זײַן גרוֹיסעֶ קאָפּ
 but [rather] due to his great — צוּלִיב זײַן גרוֹיסעֶ יִרְאַת שָׁמַיִם
עֶר האָט מוֹרָא צוּ פאַרגעֶסעֶן אַפִילוּ  — heavenly fear ,יִרְאַת שָׁמַיִם
 He is afraid to forget even one word — אײֵן װאָרט פוּן תּוֹרָה
of תּוֹרָה!” Source: שִׁיעוּרִים וְהַגָדוֹת חֲזַ״ל מַסֶכֶת הָרִיוֹת 

Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
   R' Elchonon Wasserman 
״ל צַּ ״ל and the Ponevezher Rav זַּ צַּ  זַּ
studied together in Radin. Once, 
they came to a difficulty. R' 
Elchonon had to research a 
particular סֵפֶר and recalled that it 
was mentioned in a notation in 
the מִשְנָה בְרוּרָה. Together they 
went to the יִים  .s house’חָפֵץ חַּ
 The יִים  came to the חָפֵץ חַּ
door. R' Elchonon explained what 
they were learning and asked if 
he could borrow the סֵפֶר. The  חָפֵץ
יִים  replied that he did not own חַּ
the סֵפֶר. He had borrowed it. 
Then the יִים  glanced at the חָפֵץ חַּ
thirty or so סְפָרִים on the shelf 
and let out a sigh. 
 R' Elchonon turned to his 
 and asked, “May I ask why the רֶבִי
יִים gave a sigh?” The רֶבִי  did חָפֵץ חַּ
not answer. R' Elchonon did not 
want to go. He waited as both of 
them stood there in silence. 
 Finally, R' Elchonon 
asked again. “Can I ask why the 
 ,gave a sigh? Is it, perhaps רֶבִי
because the רֶבִי looked at his few 
 ”?סְפָרִים
 The יִים  shook his חָפֵץ חַּ
head. “No, that is not why.” But 
he didn’t offer the reason for his 
sigh. 

 R' Elchonon was not one 
to give up easily. Once again, he 
asked, “If that was not the 
reason, can I know what the 
reason was?” 
 Finally, the יִים  חָפֵץ חַּ
began to speak. “When I looked 
at my סְפָרִים I had a thought. 
From where did I obtain the 
money to buy these סְפָרִים? I set 
aside a small amount of money 
from the יְשִיבָה salary. Perhaps it 
was not worth the time raising 
the money which I had used to 
buy the סְפָרִים. Perhaps it would 
have been better to utilize those 
moments for studying תוֹרָה. That 
is why I gave that sigh.” 
 My לְמִיד  R' Elchonon ,תַּ
was puzzled by his רֶבִי’s sigh. He 
realized the importance of asking 
a question. Imagine how much 
his love and understanding for 
learning the תוֹרָה grew from his 
 s answer. We often assume’רֶבִי
we know the reason behind what 
we see without ever asking, but 
rarely is that the complete 
picture. Next time you see 
something that is bothering you, 
do not remain silent — ask! You 
may be surprised by the answer! 

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ! 
 רֶבִי Your                        ,בְיְדִידוּת  

Story adapted from: Visions of Greatness (CIS) 

Dead To the World

Living   Timeless Torahwith 
the

Understanding

The latest Pirchei Newsletter contest 
is designed to make your ת בָּ  עֶרֶב שַׁ
fulfilling and memorable. During the 
weeks leading up to ה תּוֹרָּ ת הַׁ לַׁ בָּ  and קַׁ
beyond, learn at least 45 minutes 
before ה ת every מִנְחָּ בָּ  in your ,עֶרֶב שַׁ
home, ה ש or local יְשִיבָּ ית מִדְרָּ  Learn .בֵּ
for an hour or more and get an 
additional raffle entry. There is no 
particular לִמּוּד to learn — you can 
even review רְגּוּם ד תַּׁ א וְאֶחָּ יִם מִקְרָּ  If .שְנַׁ
you arrange for a group to learn on 
the phone, and have a שִעוּר to learn 
about ת בָּ ת or הִלְכוֹת שַׁ בָּ ת שַׁ  you ,קִדּוּשַׁ
will receive an extra raffle entry. The 
contest is open for all ages up to 12th 
grade. To join the program, please 
send your weekly email to: 
shnayimmikrahcontest@gmail.com 
by Monday 2:00 pm. Please include 
your name, grade, ה  ,city, state ,יְשִיבָּ
and contact # and your name will be 
entered into a drawing for a beautiful 
set of שִים אוֹת גְּדוֹלוֹת חוּמָּ  !מִקְרָּ

An Ahavas Chesed Moment

Learning Contest
Erev Shabbos

ים … ידִׁ גוּ יְחִׁ הַּ ת נָּ ת חֻקַּ שַּ רָּ י פָּ שִׁ שִׁ יּוֹם הַּ בַּ
נוֹת תְעַּ …לְהִׁ  

… On the Friday [before] ת ת חֻקַׁ שַׁ רָּ  there is a פָּ
custom of [scrupulous] individuals to fast … 

ם תק״פ(  הָּ גֵן אַבְרָּ  )מָּ
The ם הָּ גֵן אַבְרָּ ה explains that a מָּ רָּ  ,calamity ,צָּ
happened on this day [in 5004]. 24 cartloads 
of רִים  were publicly burned in France. The סְפָּ
מִים  of the time chose this day and this חֲכָּ
week’s ה שָּ רָּ  rather than the usual calendar פָּ
date based on a ת חֲלוֹם  a divine ,שְאֵלַׁ
revelation. The calamity was tied to this 
ה שָּ רָּ רְגּוּם The .פָּ ה translates תַׁ תוֹרָּ ת הַׁ  זאֹת חֻקַׁ
as א יְתָּ ת אוֹרַׁ א גְּזֵרַׁ  which could mean, "This ,דָּ
is the decree about the ה  In a letter to "!תוֹרָּ
his רֶבִי, the ״ל מְחַׁ  writes that the burning of רַׁ
the ה ה אֲדֻמָּ רָּ ה was a divine פָּ רָּ פָּ ל  to save כַׁ כְלַׁ
אֵל  Similarly, the calamity of the burning .יִשְרָּ
of the רִים ה served as a סְפָּ רָּ פָּ ל  to save כַׁ כְלַׁ
אֵל ה So too, learning .יִשְרָּ אֵל saves תוֹרָּ ל יִשְרָּ  כְלַׁ
from calamities.  

ערב שבת פרשת חקת
Heard from R' Lipa Geldwirth שליט״א



*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

אֹהֶל  י יָמוּת בְּ בָר יט:יד( … זאֹת הַתּוֹרָה אָדָם כִּ דְּ )בַמִּ  
This is the teaching regarding a man who would die in a tent …   
 In its plain meaning, this verse discusses the laws of אָה  טוּמְּ
contracted through contact with a corpse. Our Sages also derive 
another meaning: “תּוֹרָה can endure only in one who kills himself [ י כִּ
רָכוֹת ס״ג:) ”over it [יָמוּת  .(בְּ
 The ים   :explained this teaching with a parable חָפֵץ חַיִּ
 There once lived a very successful textile dealer to whom 
many customers traveled from far and wide. The business occupied 
his every waking hour; he did not even take time off to pray with a 
יָן נְּ  .מִּ
 Years passed and he felt his strength weakening. He feared 
his end was drawing near; the time was approaching when he would 
have to stand judgment for the way in which he had spent his years 
on earth. He resolved to prepare for himself some “food for the 
road,” regardless of the consequences. He decided to pray with a יָן נְּ  מִּ
each morning and remain in the ׁרָש דְּ  afterwards for two hours בֵית מִּ
to study תּוֹרָה, despite the fact that customers and fellow 
businessmen awaited him. 
 On the first day, he arrived at his store 3 hours later than 
usual. His wife, greatly distressed, demanded, “Where were you? The 
store is packed with customers anxious to be on their way!”  
 The man replied simply, “My delay was unavoidable.”  
 The next morning, when he was late again, his wife went to 
find him. How astounded she was to find him learning in the  בֵית
רָשׁ דְּ  What has gotten into you!” she shouted. “Have you gone“ !מִּ
mad? The store is full of customers, and you are sitting and learning? 
Never mind the money we’re losing today — you’ll lose those 
customers forever!”  
 Calmly, with a sense of conviction, he responded, “My dear 
wife, what would you do if the אַךְ הַמָוֶת  ,would come to me and say מַלְּ
‘Come, let us go; the time has come for you to depart this world.’ 

Would you interject, ‘No, not now! Not when the store is full of 
customers!’? Well, from now on, consider me dead for the first three 
hours of the morning. Nothing should interrupt my prayers and תּוֹרָה 
study.”  
 This, said the ים  is the meaning of the teaching of ,חָפֵץ חַיִּ
our Sages: תּוֹרָה can endure only in one who considers himself as if he 
were dead during his periods of תּוֹרָה study. One should not allow 
anything to interfere with his regular study schedule, nor should one 
allow oneself to be interrupted while studying. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 A young couple once applied for visas to emigrate from 
Russia to the United States. The wife was granted a visa, but the 
husband was not. They decided it was wisest for the wife to take the 
opportunity while it was available and leave the country. Husband 
and wife parted tearfully, not knowing if or when they would see 
each other again. 
 The wife wrote letters regularly, but the Communists 
intercepted them and would not allow the letters to reach their 
destination. Then, the wife heard that a certain רָב was being sent as 
an emissary by Agudath Israel of America to spend some time in 
Russia teaching תּוֹרָה in secret to בַעֲלֵי תּשׁוּבָה. She wrote her husband 
a letter and asked the רָב to deliver it. He promised to try his best.  
 After arriving in Russia, the רָב located the husband and 
rang his doorbell. When the husband came to the door, the רָב 
handed him the letter and told him that it was from his wife. Tears 
welled up in his eyes and he thanked the רָב profusely. Then, he took 
the still sealed letter and placed it in his pocket.  
 “Aren’t you going to open it?” the רָב asked. 
            “Yes, but not now,” came the response. “I am in the middle of 
studying תּוֹרָה with my רוּתָא  When we conclude .[and this can wait] חַבְּ
our study session, then I will open the letter.”  

Adapted from: Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 Questions    weekof רש"י
the

מָא: ת עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ הִלְכווֹ
צָרִים ין הַמְּ בֵּ

Halacha 
Corner

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

 ספר אהבת חסד חלק א׳ פרק ו׳:ז׳
*As explained last week, if a mixed group of people came to borrow 
money and there is not enough money for everyone, then the priority 
of lending is based on their level of ה  holiness. Usually this means ,קְדֻשָּׁ
that a הֵן אֵל before a לֵוִי a ,לֵוִי gets before a כֹּ אֵל and a יִשְרָּׁ  before a יִשְרָּׁ
ל הָּׁ קָּׁ בוֹא בַּ סוּל לָּׁ אֵל one who is forbidden to marry a — פָּׁ  .etc ,יִשְרָּׁ
However, if one of the group is his father or ק  from רֶבִי the ,רֶבִי מֻבְהָּׁ
whom he acquired most of his learning and understanding in ה  then ,תּוֹרָּׁ
that individual takes precedence. 
*This is intended only as a guide. Please review any real-life situations with a competent Rov.  
The יִים פֵץ חַּ א אֵיגֶר explains (based on חָּׁ ה that the (חִדּוּשֵי ר׳ עֲקִיבָּׁ כָּׁ ם of the הֲלָּׁ כָּׁ לְמִיד חָּׁ  תַּּ
taking precedence does not apply when it comes to a close family member. Therefore, a 
person who is only able to lend [or perform any חֶסֶד] to one person, must perform that 
act of kindness for a family member. 

• During צָרִים ין הַמְּ אָב -י״ז תַמוּז  the 3 weeks from) בֵּ ט׳ בְּ ), the 
custom is to refrain from taking a haircut or a shave.  

• An adult may not even give a haircut to a child. 

• Trimming the mustache is permitted if it interferes with 
eating.  

• Combing and brushing the hair is permitted. 

1. Why are ה ירָה s names not included in the’הקב״ה and מֹשֶׁ  שִׁ
regarding the אֵר  ?בְּ

2. Who sent emissaries to ask permission to pass through יחוֹן  — סִׁ
one פָסוּק says ה רָאֵל another says (20:14) מֹשֶׁ שְּ נֵי יִׁ  ?(21:21) בְּ

1. It would be inappropriate to mention ֶׁה  because he was punished on account מֹש
of the ְּאֵר ֶׁה Since .ב  removed His name as well [see הקב״ה ,s name was omitted’מֹש
ִׁ״י ִּמְחֹקֵק) [to a king מָשָל s’רַש  .(21:19 — ד״ה ב

ֶׁה .2 ְּרָאֵל and מֹש ִׁש ְּנֵי י ִׁיא are one and the same. This teaches that a ב  is equal to his נָש
generation. They are interchangeable (ִּשְרָאֵל ִּשְלַח י  .(21:21 — ד״ה וַי
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one פָסוּק says ה רָאֵל another says (20:14) מֹשֶׁ שְּ נֵי יִׁ  ?(21:21) בְּ

1. It would be inappropriate to mention ֶׁה  because he was punished on account מֹש
of the ְּאֵר ֶׁה Since .ב  removed His name as well [see הקב״ה ,s name was omitted’מֹש
ִׁ״י ִּמְחֹקֵק) [to a king מָשָל s’רַש  .(21:19 — ד״ה ב

ֶׁה .2 ְּרָאֵל and מֹש ִׁש ְּנֵי י ִׁיא are one and the same. This teaches that a ב  is equal to his נָש
generation. They are interchangeable (ִּשְרָאֵל ִּשְלַח י  .(21:21 — ד״ה וַי

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

R' Naftoli Tropp, זַצַ״ל, once commented on the unusual and 
phenomenal memory of נִים וַסֶרְמַן הי״ד עֶר  “ .ר׳ אֶלְחָנָן בֻּ
נִישׁט  — ;He never forgets anything — פאַרגעֶסט גאָרנִישׁט
נאָר  — ,not due to his great mind — צוּלִיב זײַן גרוֹיסעֶ קאָפּ
 but [rather] due to his great — צוּלִיב זײַן גרוֹיסעֶ יִרְאַת שָׁמַיִם
עֶר האָט מוֹרָא צוּ פאַרגעֶסעֶן אַפִילוּ  — heavenly fear ,יִרְאַת שָׁמַיִם
 He is afraid to forget even one word — אײֵן װאָרט פוּן תּוֹרָה
of תּוֹרָה!” Source: שִׁיעוּרִים וְהַגָדוֹת חֲזַ״ל מַסֶכֶת הָרִיוֹת 

Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
   R' Elchonon Wasserman 
״ל צַּ ״ל and the Ponevezher Rav זַּ צַּ  זַּ
studied together in Radin. Once, 
they came to a difficulty. R' 
Elchonon had to research a 
particular סֵפֶר and recalled that it 
was mentioned in a notation in 
the מִשְנָה בְרוּרָה. Together they 
went to the יִים  .s house’חָפֵץ חַּ
 The יִים  came to the חָפֵץ חַּ
door. R' Elchonon explained what 
they were learning and asked if 
he could borrow the סֵפֶר. The  חָפֵץ
יִים  replied that he did not own חַּ
the סֵפֶר. He had borrowed it. 
Then the יִים  glanced at the חָפֵץ חַּ
thirty or so סְפָרִים on the shelf 
and let out a sigh. 
 R' Elchonon turned to his 
 and asked, “May I ask why the רֶבִי
יִים gave a sigh?” The רֶבִי  did חָפֵץ חַּ
not answer. R' Elchonon did not 
want to go. He waited as both of 
them stood there in silence. 
 Finally, R' Elchonon 
asked again. “Can I ask why the 
 ,gave a sigh? Is it, perhaps רֶבִי
because the רֶבִי looked at his few 
 ”?סְפָרִים
 The יִים  shook his חָפֵץ חַּ
head. “No, that is not why.” But 
he didn’t offer the reason for his 
sigh. 

 R' Elchonon was not one 
to give up easily. Once again, he 
asked, “If that was not the 
reason, can I know what the 
reason was?” 
 Finally, the יִים  חָפֵץ חַּ
began to speak. “When I looked 
at my סְפָרִים I had a thought. 
From where did I obtain the 
money to buy these סְפָרִים? I set 
aside a small amount of money 
from the יְשִיבָה salary. Perhaps it 
was not worth the time raising 
the money which I had used to 
buy the סְפָרִים. Perhaps it would 
have been better to utilize those 
moments for studying תוֹרָה. That 
is why I gave that sigh.” 
 My לְמִיד  R' Elchonon ,תַּ
was puzzled by his רֶבִי’s sigh. He 
realized the importance of asking 
a question. Imagine how much 
his love and understanding for 
learning the תוֹרָה grew from his 
 s answer. We often assume’רֶבִי
we know the reason behind what 
we see without ever asking, but 
rarely is that the complete 
picture. Next time you see 
something that is bothering you, 
do not remain silent — ask! You 
may be surprised by the answer! 

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ! 
 רֶבִי Your                        ,בְיְדִידוּת  

Story adapted from: Visions of Greatness (CIS) 
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The latest Pirchei Newsletter contest 
is designed to make your ת בָּ  עֶרֶב שַׁ
fulfilling and memorable. During the 
weeks leading up to ה תּוֹרָּ ת הַׁ לַׁ בָּ  and קַׁ
beyond, learn at least 45 minutes 
before ה ת every מִנְחָּ בָּ  in your ,עֶרֶב שַׁ
home, ה ש or local יְשִיבָּ ית מִדְרָּ  Learn .בֵּ
for an hour or more and get an 
additional raffle entry. There is no 
particular לִמּוּד to learn — you can 
even review רְגּוּם ד תַּׁ א וְאֶחָּ יִם מִקְרָּ  If .שְנַׁ
you arrange for a group to learn on 
the phone, and have a שִעוּר to learn 
about ת בָּ ת or הִלְכוֹת שַׁ בָּ ת שַׁ  you ,קִדּוּשַׁ
will receive an extra raffle entry. The 
contest is open for all ages up to 12th 
grade. To join the program, please 
send your weekly email to: 
shnayimmikrahcontest@gmail.com 
by Monday 2:00 pm. Please include 
your name, grade, ה  ,city, state ,יְשִיבָּ
and contact # and your name will be 
entered into a drawing for a beautiful 
set of שִים אוֹת גְּדוֹלוֹת חוּמָּ  !מִקְרָּ
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Erev Shabbos

ים … ידִׁ גוּ יְחִׁ הַּ ת נָּ ת חֻקַּ שַּ רָּ י פָּ שִׁ שִׁ יּוֹם הַּ בַּ
נוֹת תְעַּ …לְהִׁ  

… On the Friday [before] ת ת חֻקַׁ שַׁ רָּ  there is a פָּ
custom of [scrupulous] individuals to fast … 

ם תק״פ(  הָּ גֵן אַבְרָּ  )מָּ
The ם הָּ גֵן אַבְרָּ ה explains that a מָּ רָּ  ,calamity ,צָּ
happened on this day [in 5004]. 24 cartloads 
of רִים  were publicly burned in France. The סְפָּ
מִים  of the time chose this day and this חֲכָּ
week’s ה שָּ רָּ  rather than the usual calendar פָּ
date based on a ת חֲלוֹם  a divine ,שְאֵלַׁ
revelation. The calamity was tied to this 
ה שָּ רָּ רְגּוּם The .פָּ ה translates תַׁ תוֹרָּ ת הַׁ  זאֹת חֻקַׁ
as א יְתָּ ת אוֹרַׁ א גְּזֵרַׁ  which could mean, "This ,דָּ
is the decree about the ה  In a letter to "!תוֹרָּ
his רֶבִי, the ״ל מְחַׁ  writes that the burning of רַׁ
the ה ה אֲדֻמָּ רָּ ה was a divine פָּ רָּ פָּ ל  to save כַׁ כְלַׁ
אֵל  Similarly, the calamity of the burning .יִשְרָּ
of the רִים ה served as a סְפָּ רָּ פָּ ל  to save כַׁ כְלַׁ
אֵל ה So too, learning .יִשְרָּ אֵל saves תוֹרָּ ל יִשְרָּ  כְלַׁ
from calamities.  

ערב שבת פרשת חקת
Heard from R' Lipa Geldwirth שליט״א



R’ Zundel Kroizer’s daily routine started at midnight.

R’ Zundel would then learn 7 blatt gemara 
before davening shacharis at the vasikin minyan.

One morning in his later years on the way 
to the Zichron Moshe’s vasikin minyan...

R’ Zundel started to leave, but was not in a rush.

R’ Zundel’s home was close by.

My son, you may be right! However, 
I’ve also never skipped any part of the 

davening, even to catch up later. Saying 
karbanos and all of pesukei dezimra 
in its place is more important than my 

catching vasikin!

Shimon, it’s not 
a good idea, today 
we will daven in the 

later minyan.

But Tatte, I heard 
from Zaidy that you 
have never missed a 
vasikin minyan since 
the age of seven?

My son, Baruch 
Hashem, I’m fine, but I 

must go home to change 
my dirty cloths.

Tatte, if we hurry up 
we can still catch 
the vasikin minyan. 

לַיִם was born in ר׳ זוּנְדל זַצַ״ל א פײֵגָׁא and ר׳ אֵלִיָׁהוּ צְבִי to יְרוּשָׁ ה  Kroizer. In his youth, he learned in טוֹיבָׁ יְשִיבָׁ
ר arranged a זַצַ״ל During the period of his engagement, R’ Isser Zalmen Meltzer .עֵץ חַיִים שכָׁ זְבוּלֻן-יִשָׁ  
partnership for him so that he would be able to learn uninterrupted. He married ה  Porush and was מַלְכָׁ
from the first to learn in יְשִיבַת מִיר’s כוֹלֵל under R’ Chaim Brim זַצַ״ל. He learned in לַיִם  but was a ,יְרוּשָׁ
ק א He was a .חֲזוֹן אִיש of the תַלְמִיד מֻבְהָׁ ן צְבִי with חַבְרֻתָׁ תָׁ  Soloveitchik. For ר׳ בעֶרל Finkel and later with ר׳ נָׁ
most of his life, he turned down offers to serve in any official capacity as a ב  serving instead as a ,רָׁ
רִים in מְלַמֵד רִים both in חַדָׁ  He was a neighbor of the Steipler .בְנֵי בְרַק While living in .בְנֵי בְרַק and מֵאָה שְעָׁ
״א Kanievsky ר׳ חַיִים and was a close friend of ,זַצַ״ל ה He wrote .שַלִיטָׁ ה עַל הַתוֹרָׁ  (volumes 5) אוֹר הַחַמָׁ
during the year he spent in Lugano, Switzerland, establishing a ה  A prolific writer, He also .תַלְמוּד תוֹרָׁ
wrote on שַ״ס (20 volumes), ה שֶל פֶסַח דָׁ ה and ,תְהִלִים ,סִדּוּר ,הַגָׁ כָׁ שוֹאֵל  In 1990, he was appointed as a .הֲלָׁ

נוּת and חֶסֶד in גָׁאוֹן he was also a ,מַתְמִיד Known as a .יְשִיבַת טשעֶבִין in וּמֵשִיב  .עַנְוְתָׁ
 

Oy! Tatte, 
Tatte!

Oy! Hashem’s Glory is 
still in exile! I will cry 

and plead while reciting 
tikkun chatzos.

Tatte, are you 
feeling ok?
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

נִים ר׳  born in Biržai, Lithuania, to ,זַצַ״ל Wasserman ר׳ אֶלְחָנָן בֻּ
 'learned in Telshe under R ,שׁײֵנָא רָחֵל and נַפְתָלִי בײֵנוּשׁ
Gordon זַצַ״ל and R' Shkop זַצַ״ל and also in Volozhin. In 

1897, he studied under ר׳ חַיִים Brisker. After his marriage to מִיכְלָא Atlas, in 
1907, he moved to Radin. He became a בְהָק  and חָפֵץ חַיִים of the תַלְמִיד מֻּ
learned in his כּוֹלֵל קָדְשִׁים. In 1910, he served as רַ״ם in Brisk, but returned 
during WWI. Later, he moved to Baranowicze, Poland, and founded his 
famous יְשִׁיבָה. He was a dynamic leader and force in גוּדַת יִשְרָאֵל  He was .אֲַ
 .and 5000 other Yidden ,תַלְמִידִים together with his נִפְטָר עַל קִדוּשׁ ד׳
Renowned for his analytical פְשַׁט and his צִדְקוּת, he authored קוֹבֶץ שִׁעוּרִים, 
 .עִקְבְתָא דִמְשִׁיחָא including the famous חִדוּשִׁים and other קוֹבֶץ מַאֲמָרִים

 י״ב תמוז
5635 – 5701 
1874 – 1941 

When he wanted to emigrate to רָאֵל  a ,אֶרֶץ יִשְׂ
committee of דוֹלִים חָפֵץ  pleaded with the גְׂ
 in ,רֶבִי" ,to stay on. One asked חַיִים
whose hands do you leave us?" The  חָפֵץ
חָנָן replied, ''I leave you with חַיִים  "!ר׳ אֶלְׂ
As חָנָן  was about to address a large ר׳ אֶלְׂ
gathering of חִיאֵל ,רַבָנִים  ר׳ יַעֲקֹב יְׂ
Weinberg זַצַ״ל, swiftly preceded him 
and recited aloud the רָכָה  which is said בְׂ
upon seeing an outstanding מִיד חָכָם  .תַלְׂ
Stunned, חָנָן ר׳  ”!yelled, “Oi no! Absolutely not ר׳ אֶלְׂ
חָנָן לוּת  s modesty was equal to his’אֶלְׂ  !תוֹרָה in גַדְׂ
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מִצְוַת פָרָה אֲדֻמָה -מִצְוָה שצ״ז   
 It is a ה ה to burn a מִצְוַת עֲשֵׂ ה אֲדֻמָּ רָּ  so that the ashes will פָּ
available for the purification process of anyone who became impure 
due to contact with a dead person.  

י הַמִצְוָה  מִשָרָשֵׁ
 In his introduction to this ה  explains why he חִנּוּךְ the ,מִצְוָּ
dared to write even a mere glimpse of an explanation behind the other 
 s heart was filled with ideas to explain the purpose’חִנּוּךְ The .מִצְוֹת
behind all the previous מִצְוֹת, with the justification that these insightful 
reasons were important to help educate his son and his son’s friends 
[Editor’s note: understanding the reasons behind a ה  is an effective מִצְוָּ
tool in connecting to the ה  However, when it came to a reason of  .[מִצְוָּ
this ה ה of מִצְוָּ ה אֲדֻמָּ רָּ  was חִנּוּךְ his hand became too weak and the ,פָּ
afraid to even open his mouth. He writes, “How could I dare explain 
even the plain meaning, if חֲזַ״ל spoke at length that this ה  is so מִצְוָּ
deep that even ְך לֶּ  was unable to ,[the wisest of all mankind] ,שְלֺמֺה הַמֶּ
understand this ה ש  Also [I don’t want to contradict] the  .מִצְוָּ מִדְרָּ
א ינוּ taught ד׳ that when (חֻקַת ח) תַנְחוּמָּ ה רַבֵׂ ה this מֺשֶּ  said, “To ד׳ ,מִצְוָּ
you I will reveal My reason for ה ה אֲדֻמָּ רָּ    .”!but not to others ,פָּ
 “Don’t be mistaken!” says the ְחִנּוּך that the hidden mystery 
of the ה ה אֲדֻמָּ רָּ  lies in the ashes being able to purify a person. The פָּ
true mystery lies in more than one area, but first and foremost is the 
unusual דִין that it is ר אִים the מְטַהֵׂ ִ א but it is also טְמֵׂ  טְהוֹרִים the מְטַמֵׂ

involved in burning the ה ה אֲדֻמָּ רָּ  to ashes. This law seems so mystical פָּ
and defies logic.  

 ∞ ∞ ∞ 
ת   -מִצְוָה שצ״ח  ל מֵׁ מִצְוַת טֻמְאָה שֶׁ  

 It is a ה ה to conduct ourselves in the way the מִצְוַת עֲשֵׂ  תוֹרָּ
commands us regarding טֻמְאָה, impurity of a dead person. For 
example, any person or utensil in the same tent as a dead body is א מֵׂ  ,טָּ
except a sealed earthenware utensil. 

י הַמִצְוָה  מִשָרָשֵׁ
 In ה רס״ג ת) מִצְוַת לאֺ תַעֲשֶּ ן בְמֵׂ א כֺהֵׂ לאֺ יִטְמָּ  explains חִנּוּךְ the (שֶּ
that a גוּף, physical body, without a ה מָּ אַבִי אָבוֹת  soul, is considered ,נְשָּ
 the highest (worst) level of impurity. A person is made up of a ,הַטֻמְאָה
ה and a גוּף מָּ ה and גוּף The .נְשָּ מָּ  are constantly pulling in completely נְשָּ
opposite directions. The ה מָּ  is the essence within a person that נְשָּ
pushes him/her to strive higher and closer to ד׳, whereas the גוּף, body, 
does the opposite, and pushes a person lower. When the ה מָּ  leaves נְשָּ
all that is left is the גוּף, that constantly tries to weaken and lower the 
ה מָּ  continues that חִנּוּךְ The .אַבִי אָבוֹת הַטֻמְאָה that makes it into נְשָּ
 pure righteous people, whose lives were pure and ,צַדִיקִים גְמוּרִים
whose body helped the צַדִיק to became pure, merit to leave this world 
painlessly. [See an eye-opening  ם תוֹסְפוֹת כְתוּבוֹת ק״ג: ד״ה אוֹתוֹ הַיוֹם...בְשֵׂ
ן   [.ר׳ חַיִים כֺהֵׂ
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